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La Ciencia
dela Nieve

One class at a time, Diego Allolio is
changing snow safety in South America
by Brigid Mander

n Andean ridge, freshly coated In
untracked powder, spread out In [ront

four small crew, Despite the new snow,

we tlid notl check the avalanche forecast or
examine records of the season’s past sterms
before headinginto the backcountry that morn-
ing. We rode the 1ift and slipped out the Cerro
Catedral boundary ready to make qur own
observaticns and assess the stabllity ourselves

[t wasn't hbecause we couldn’t be bothered
toprepare, but rather that avalanche informa-
tion and edudation aren't readily available in
Argentina. But Diego Allolio, one of my louring
partners that day, has been wolking to change
that since 2010's austral winter,

The Buenos Alres-born Allollols no stranger
to improving and promoting the ouldoor com-
munity inthe southern cone. After more than
adecads of working in the LLS as an instructor
with the Mational Outdoor Leadership School,
he returned to Bariloche to launch his own
guiding and adventure company, structured
around North American norms

After climbing Aconcagua in 19949, he

34 | BACKOOUNTRY

became disappeointed with the waste on the
mountain and worked to bring the Leave No
Trace (No Deje Rastro) campaign to Argentina
and Chile. He then helped implement stan-
dardized canoe and guide instruction in South
America with the American Canoe Association.
Mow, noting growing numbers of Argentine ski-
ers heading out of bounds without experience
or education, he's focusing onavalanche safely

“The growing numbers [are] resort skiers
who got bored inbounds and are taking on the
hackcountry, which in South America means
terrain with little access o external help,” says
the tall, energetic Allolio. In Argentina, ava-
lanche classes were held sporadically, Allolio
says, with widely Inconsistent protocals; ava
lanche-information-sharing siles sometimes
appeared on Facebook and any grassrools
efforts were neither comprehensive norreliable.

“When | started gulding, even a few years
ago, the general idea was that avalanches didn’t
coccur in South America,” says Marcos Couch,
an Internatlonally certified guide and friend of
Allolio’s, “Then, we had some incldents, and the
subject became serious.”

“Formal education seemed reserved to
mountain guides” Allolio adds, "but | realized
that therewasa strong community of skl moun-
taineesrs and recreational skiers looking for
advanced avalanche training, toc.” )

With that in mind, he researched difler
ent protocols, and in 2010 he approached the
American Institute for Avalanche Researchand
Education{AIARE) about holding more courses

inSouth America to standardize
the education lor professionals
and recreationalists.

It wasn't just a matter of
arranging a few courses, how-
ever. Language barrlers and
Argentinag's volatile, struggling
economy compounded the
usual obstacles associated
with ralsing education levels
5o Allollo embarked on a mas-
sive, voluntary translation of
AIARE Level 1 and Il matetials
and books and has been inves-
tigating external fundraising
opportunities to keep tultion
costs more manageable for
wiotld-be students:

"People are starting to real-
ize that avalanches are patrt of
life in the mountalns, and that,
with education, we can prevent
accidents,” say Alexandra Taran,
a guide with Casa Tours, a back-
country gulding operation, and
founder of the South American
Reacon Project, which collects beacons to
donate to South American snow workers and
athletes, “There are many people involved, but
Diegois 4l the lorelront of making this once-un-
available curriculum available loanyone”

Since Allolio’s classes began in 2011,
139 alumni have been added te the ATARE
database, including guides, ski patrollers,
instructaors, freeriders and climbers, as well as
mining-safety workers and ski-area managers.
"I 2015 we are planning to hold seven courses,”
Allolio savs, "and possibly-a Level [l and an
Instructor course so that courses can be taught
InSpanish in the fluture”

"Diego has done a lon of work.” says Brian
Lazar. former executive director of AIARE and
acurrent board member, who oversaw Allolio’s
initial efforts "Aut the currentmadel of hringing
foreigners in Lo teach is not sustainable, eco-
nomically or otherwise ™ So Lazar supporls hils
allortic train focally based instructors.

*It's truly one of those grassroots efforts,
much like how we started hereat AIARE” adds
Tom Murphy. former director of operations.
“When you're starting a project like that, it's a
passion project. Diego saw what we were doing.
that there was a vald In South America and he
s attermpting to fill that void”

“This is just the starting point,” Allolio says
And, right now, seeing the growth in awarensss
among the Andean ski comumunity s enough for
him. "Theres more to be done. But my original
passion inoutdoor educationlwas to helpothers
become independent backcouniry traveiers”

[ohote] Diega Allalio puts South American snow-safety education to the tasi, Mark Fisher



